We have this hope as an anchor for the soul.
Hebrews 6:19
San Diego is a diverse & vibrant city, where
many cultures meet. God has called Anchor
City to be a third culture, multigenerational
church to bless and serve our city & our
world.
Third Culture people understand the pain of
being treated as “neither/nor,” but allow Jesus to redeem that pain in creating empathy
& understanding for outsiders.
We believe a diverse church who reflects the
joy & creativity of Jesus is a beautiful, credi-

ble witness to our divided, broken world
(Revelation 7:9-10).
Throughout this newsletter, you’ll read the
word, “dreams” quite a bit. We know that God
has placed dreams in the life of each believer,
that calls them to be a part of something bigger than themselves; a part of God’s work of
redemption, healing and restoration in the
world. We pray that as a church, Anchor City
would be a launching pad to see those God’s
dreams come true through us.

anchorcity.org

Our Beginnings
We have been blessed with an
amazing group of individuals
and families to plant Anchor
City Church. Families and individuals started to dream together early in 2013 about
what God could do in us and
through us as a new worshipping community. We asked
whether San Diego, a city with
many wonderful and different
churches, needed another
church.
As we prayed, together, we felt
the assurance that yes, San
Diego did need another church
and yes, God was calling this
group of people to be on mission with Him in this new (for
us) kind of way. As we continued to pray, Anchor City came

together as a name, referring
to Hebrews 6:19 and our
prayers that we would be a
church for the city. The hope
that we have in Jesus Christ
anchors us firmly in the midst
of the storms of life and gives
us the security to sail out,
without fear, on the great adventure that He has called to,
no matter how hard the conditions might be.
Our first Sunday together was
January 5, 2014. We began by
worshiping together in the
home of one of our families in
University City, seeking Christ
and cultivating the dreams of
God for our church, our city,
and our world.

On Palm Sunday, April 13, 2014,
we held our first worship service on the campus of Mount
Soledad Presbyterian Church,
with whom we are excited to
partner in many different
ways. On Easter Sunday, our
second Sunday at Mt. Soledad,
Anchor City celebrated our
first baptism.
As we continue on from this
point forward, we pray that
Anchor City will be a church
where the lost will be found,
where those in chains would
be set free, and where the
dreams of God would be
unleashed to make an impact
in small & large ways in San
Diego and around the world.

Spiritual Formation
Jesus said the greatest thing we can do is
to love God with everything we have, and to
love others in the same way. He invites us
to follow Him: Not only to trust Him and
live with God eternally, but to live the eternal kind of life today.
When Jesus taught His friends to pray, He
told us to pray for God’s will to be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Our prayer is that
the life of Christ in us, the hope of glory,
would demonstrate God’s love in San Diego
as it is in heaven.
Our heart is to raise up, equip, and unleash
followers of Jesus who will demonstrate

that the Kingdom of God is near — all
around us, everyday. To this end, we pray
that our worship gatherings will be holy
moments that lead to transforming movements of God’s love & grace.
Through our worship gatherings, Home
Groups, in-depth Bible study classes, membership classes, compassion & justice ministries, outreach & evangelism, and our life
together, we pray that many people would
encounter & become anchored in the love of
God, be shaped to become more like Jesus,
and be sent in the power of the Holy Spirit
to live everyday on mission with God.

Local Presence
Anchor City exists to be a
church for the city. We seek
to bless and serve San Diego
through incarnational presence. We want to unleash the
God-given creativity of our
church community so we
can go & bless the neighborhoods where we live, work,
and spend time.
Through our words and our
actions, we want the city of
San Diego to know that God
has not given up on them,
and neither have we. The
people of Anchor City live all
around San Diego County, so

we delve into the love of God
in our gatherings together so
that we can bring back the
art of being a good neighbor
to the people we actually live
next door to.
Many of us have gifts and
talents that we know God has
called us to share with our
local community. This includes tutoring and teaching,
caring for the elderly, working with the homeless and
impoverished.
We are looking to start making an impact in San Diego in

small ways, such as through
Laundry Love—where a local
Laundromat is taken over so
that we might help to do the
laundry of the homeless and
the working poor— and Help
Portrait—taking portraits,
particularly those of families
who might not have opportunities elsewhere to have a
family portrait taken.
Our community dreams of
reaching our neighbors, coworkers and friends through
many creative, compassionate endeavors.

Global Presence
We believe God has also
called us to join His work of
redemption and healing
around the world. We seek
to accomplish this through
financial contributions to
different partner organizations, through crosscultural, short-term mission
trips, and support of longterm missionaries.
We are currently partnering
with Justice Ventures International to help bring

freedom, justice, and restoration to women, children,
and men in need throughout India and China. We are
currently supporting a new
initiative to help break the
cycle of human trafficking
at the source through a
Freedom Business Initiative
in Murshidabad, India. One
of our freedom partners,
Freeset, discovered that
many women & girls were
being trafficked into the notorious red light district of

Kolkata from a rural area
called Murshidabad. While
Freeset & JVI continue to
provide jobs for hundreds of
women & girls in Kolkata to
help free them from sexual
trafficking, we believe that
providing jobs at the source
will help stem the tide of
human trafficking and
modern-day slavery.
For more information visit:
www.justiceventures.org
www.freesetglobal.com

Family Ministry
Psalm 68:6 says, “God sets the lonely in
families.”
We believe that church can be a place
where generations can come together as a
family, whether they’re biological or spiritual. We believe that whenever possible, the
different generations in a church should
have opportunities to enrich each other’s
lives. When generations intersect, we believe that love, generosity, and creativity
will flow.
We dream of a church where lonely people
can find themselves in the family of God,

with God our Heavenly Father inviting everyone into loving relationship with Him
and with fellow brothers and sisters. We
pray that God will bring together young and
old in the house of God and find their home
and then invite others into the family as
well.
We believe Jesus invites the lost and broken to sit at His table as family. We want to
break bread and share life together as sisters & brothers, aunts & uncles, and family
in Christ. We hope to reflect this at Anchor
City through open doors and communal tables with Jesus Christ at the head.

Next Generation Ministry
At Anchor City, we want to
teach the next generation of
believers that this is our Father’s World and that following Jesus is the greatest
adventure.
We want children to know
that God is with them and
at work wherever they go:
at school, at sports, at play
and not just at church. We
strive to do this through integrative teaching. Currently, volunteers teach
children the Bible lessons

through the lens of their
field of interest or expertise,
such as, art, science, games,
literature and drama. The
children are currently
learning about God’s wonderful creation and being
made in the image of God
while looking through a
camera lens with photographer Jin Cho!
At Anchor City, we want to
invest in parents and
guardians to be the best
caregivers for their chil-

dren. We believe that parents and guardians are the
primary spiritual shapers of
children’s lives and want to
provide support for them to
be able to do that.
As parents and guardians,
we may not always get it
right but with encouragement and support for one
another, we can do our best
and trust God, because He
knows and loves our children even better than we
do.

Collaboration
In order to maximize our Gospel impact, we actively seek
out ministries, non-profits, and
other organizations where we
can see God at work and find
creative ways to partner with
them.
Currently, Anchor City supports the work of Justice Ventures International through financial giving, prayer, and
awareness raising.
We are helping to create a
movement of churches to support JVI’s work to fight human
trafficking at the source in
Murshidabad, India. By sup-

porting JVI’s West Bengal Justice Resource Center, we will
help bring positive life change
to approximately 500 direct
beneficiaries and over 6,000 indirect beneficiaries.
Locally, we are thankful for
our friends at Flourish San
Diego, an organic movement of
disciples of Jesus who help
people & churches become
who they were created to be so
they may join God to help our
city & world flourish, becoming
what they were created to be.

grants from the Presbytery of
San Diego, the Synod of Southern California and Hawaii, and
the General Assembly of the
PC(USA). We are grateful for
the support the Presbytery has
given us from our very inception.
We hope to increase our impact with partnerships in the
coming months with Presbyterian Urban Missions, Amor
Ministries, Living Water International, Ideation, and Intervarsity Christian Fellowship.

Anchor City has received support, encouragement, and
www.justiceventures.org
www.flourishsandiego.org
www.presbyterysd.org

Partnership
Those outside of Anchor City
often ask how they can partner with us in planting a
church in San Diego, even if
they aren’t a part of our immediate church community.
The first way we seek partnership is through prayer. It is
through the prayers near and
far that we know that this
church is being planted. It’s
how we know that this church
is not our church but God’s
church, and that we do not
plant it alone but with the
many whose hearts are with

us together in Spirit. If you
would like to receive regular
prayer updates, please sign up
for our email list at
info@anchorcity.org.
If you would like to contribute
financially to Anchor City,
your tax-deductible checks
may be made to Anchor City
Church.
Finally, we invite you to join
us in supporting our partner
organizations, such as Justice
Ventures International and
Flourish San Diego, as a way

to increase our impact on the
important Kingdom work they
are doing. Please see the Collaborations section for how
you might be a part of their
work or contact us for more
information.
Connect with us:
anchorcity.org
TWITTER: @AnchorCitySD
INSTAGRAM: @AnchorCitySD
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/
anchorcitysd
WEB:
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